
Progress: Business in Review
www.the-review.com • Monday, January 21, 2013 • Page C3

Among Alliance Commu-
nity Hospital’s accomplish-
ments during 2012 was the 
addition of a palliative care 
team to give extra help to 
patients dealing with seri-
ous and chronic illness. 
After a two-year process of 
investigation and research 
and intensive training at Mt. 
Carmel in Columbus, a five-
member team was created 
that began implementing its 
services in October.

The team includes medi-
cal director Dr. Debra Leh-
rer, Dr. Ferdinand Cortese 
and nurse practitioner 
Cathy Fluharty, who oversee 
consultations at the hospi-
tal and work to set up fam-
ily conferences. Lehrer said 
they try to make sure that 
every patient has a good 
understanding of their dis-
ease process, answer any 
and all questions that the 
patient and family have and 
coordinate with other doc-
tors seeing the patient. 

“We try to make sure that 
everybody’s on the same 
page and that we have a 
good direction and we try 
to oversee the plan of care 
so that everybody’s pulling 
in the same direction for the 
patient. That’s one of the 
main things that we do is 
to try to help direct so that 
we’re all aiming for the same 
goal,” Lehrer said.

According to Lehrer, palli-
ative care focuses on educa-
tion, symptom management 
and establishment of a plan 
of care. She said that while 
hospice, which is part of pal-
liative care, focuses on ter-
minal cases, palliative care 
can be considered for any 
patient that has a chron-
ic, ongoing illness, such as 
chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, congestive 
heart failure or dementia.

Lehrer called palliative 
care an “extra layer of ser-
vice” for patients. “It doesn’t 
mean to supplant anybody 
else, it’s just an extra layer 
of service, an extra layer of 
help for the patient and the 
family,” she said. “In pallia-
tive care, I tend to think 
of instead of ‘hurry up and 
do something,’ it’s ‘let’s slow 
down and take some time 
here.’ In palliative care, we 
have the time to sit down 
with the patient and the 
family to do education, to 
do explanation of the some-
times many different diseas-
es that are ongoing in the 
patient and to go over each 
one to talk about what it 
means.”

Rather than just focusing 
on the acute problem and 

reason for a hospital stay, 
she said palliative care is 
also about what is going to 
happen down the road to 
prepare the patient and the 
family. This includes how the 
patient wants their illness 
treated as it progresses and 
becomes life-threatening. 

“What I very much don’t 
like to see are patients that 
haven’t had the education, 
haven’t had the time to 
think about things, haven’t 
had that time to prepare, 
haven’t had that time to 
come to terms,” Lehrer said. 
“Their family is clueless to 
what’s going on. They come 
in in a rush to the emer-
gency room and get put on 
life support. We’re up in the 
ICU, it’s a sob festival and 
no one knows what’s going 
on because no one’s taken 
the time. Then it is just hor-
rific for the patient, for the 
family, for the caregivers, for 
all of us, it’s gut-wrenching, 
and it doesn’t need to be 
that way.”

Lehrer said the hope is 
that they can provide educa-
tion early on so that people 
can make the right decisions 
for them so that they can 
have the ending they want. 
“Here in the U.S., death is 
something that we fight at 
all costs. Nobody ever wants 
to face that,” she said. “We’re 
all going to come to that one 
day. It’s part of the natural 
cycle — the circle of life — 
and it would be better if we 
came to terms with it before 
that day. It would be better 
if we, as caregivers, could 
help the patients and fam-
ily be able to do that, and 
that’s what palliative care’s 
about, and that’s why I’m so 
excited to be a part of this 
team.”

Amy J. Antonacci, vice 
president of Patient Care 
Services, stressed the impor-
tance of informed choice. 
She said patients often don’t 
understand their disease 
process and aren’t prepared 
for the difficult decisions 
their families may have to 
make at the end. She said 
having a doctor sit down 
and go over the process 
their disease will take can 
help the patient and fam-
ily understand and be able 
to make decisions ahead of 
time.

“Our goal and intention 
is to really educate our 
community so that they 
understand not just about 
palliative care, but about 
advanced directives and liv-
ing wills because we want 
people to have informed 
choice,” Antonacci said. 
“That’s what’s most impor-
tant. Regardless of what 
your decision is on your 
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The following are some 
highlights from ACH in 
2012:

nn Charityn Ball — In 
February, the Alliance 
Community Hospital 
Foundation held its first 
Charity Ball and Auction 
since 2008. The event was 
a sell-out, with more than 
200 in attendance. More 
than $80,000 was raised, 
which will be used for the 
purchase of new telem-
etry monitors that will 
help keep constant watch 
over ACH’s most critical 
patients. 

nn ACMFn Familyn Physi-
cians — In the spring, the 
Alliance Community Medi-
cal Foundation Family 
Practice moved to its new 
location in the hospital 
Professional Office Build-
ing. In addition to Dr. Ian 
Suzelis, Dr. Kelly Tomasic 
and Dr. Jennifer Pavelko, 
the foundation welcomed 
Dr. Duane Kuentz and Dr. 
Mary Pavlica to the prac-
tice. 

nn TherapynSuiten— Early 

in 2012, ACH relocated all 
outpatient therapy ser-
vices to the plaza located 
just off Union Avenue next 
to the Wound Care Cen-
ter. The new state-of-the-
art facility offers patients 
updated equipment, more 
space for treatment and 
easier access. The ortho-
pedic offices of Dr. David 
Mungo and Dr. Michael 
Necci were also moved to 
the plaza. 

nn Endoscopes — The 
Alliance Community Hos-
pital Foundation recently 
purchased 14 high-def-
inition endoscopes to be 
used for procedures done 
at the Center for Diges-
tive Health/Pain Manage-
ment. The $275,000 invest-
ment was made in efforts 
to stay on the leading edge 
of technology and provide 
endoscopy patients the 
very best level of care.  

nn Woundn Care — Alli-
ance Community Hos-
pital’s Wound Care Cen-
ter was accepted by the 
National Brain Injury 

Rescue and Rehabilita-
tion Center to participate 
in a study being done on 
patients who suffer from 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order or traumatic brain 
injury. They are evaluat-
ing possible participants 
for the study, which will 
include hyperbaric oxygen 
treatments done at the 
Wound Care facility. 

nn Newn Physicians — In 
2012, ACH welcomed two 
new doctors to the staff. 
Dr. Kurt Mueller joined 
the staff in the Emergency 
Department, and Dr. Mag-
aly Lopez joined Family 
Care Urgent Care Center 
in Louisville. 

nn BondnStatus — Stan-
dard & Poor’s rating ser-
vices affirmed ACH’s bond 
rating with a stable out-
look. This rating reflects 
ACH’s improved operating 
performance through 2012, 
highlighted by a gain in 
operations, adequate cash 
on hand, a strong market 
share and a low average 
age of the facility. 

Hospital Highlights: 2012
treatment or plan of care, we 
want the patient to under-
stand it and be a part of 
that. And it gets so confus-
ing nowadays with the lingo 
and multiple physicians and 
providers they see. They get 
lost sometimes, but if they 
understand their choices, it 
makes it so much easier for 
them.” 

Lehrer said they have 
plans to continue to grow 
the palliative care services, 
including soon adding a 
sixth member to the team, 
a chaplain to work in pal-
liative care and hospice. She 
said they also hope to be set 
up soon so that they can go 
out and do follow-ups in the 
nursing homes once patients 
are discharged from the 
hospital. Eventually, they 
want to be able to make 
home visits when patients 
are discharged back to their 
homes. Antonacci added 
that down the road, they 
want to have a dedicated 
bed space for palliative and 
hospice care somewhere on 
the ACH campus.

For now, the team con-
tinues to do its best to edu-
cate patients and help them 
make thoughtful choices 
about their health care. “I 
think it’s making a differ-
ence,” Lehrer said. “I think 
it’s making a difference in 
their care, and I think it 
makes a difference for the 
family.”
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Five-member group hopes to 
add a sixth for more support
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Amy J. Antonacci, MSN, RN, vice president of Patient Care Services; Sue Barrick, RN, hospice supervisor; and 
Debra L. Lehrer, M.D., medical director of Palliative Care Services, stand in a room at Alliance Community Hos-
pital, where a palliative care service was added in 2012. The team hopes to add a chaplain to the group, make 
home visits and add dedicated bed space for palliative and hospice patients.
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Looking forward to our Grand Re-Opening this Spring. 
Your full line GM Superstore will provide you with the 
amenities you deserve. Our new entrance for service 
is by the old Dairy Queen which will also house a 
remodeled facility to care for the areas rental car needs. 
(Cars - Vans - Trucks).

As always, Thank you for your support! 
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Lisa Trummer and her team thank you for another great year!  We 
appreciate your confidence and trust in allowing us to handle your 
sale or purchase of a home.  Your continued referral business is 
always appreciated and we will do our best to honor that trust.  In spite 
of the foreclosure circumstances, 2010 was excellent in sales and we 
surpassed our 2009 performance.  Each year we see the stats showing 
us as one of the top agents and agencies in and around the Alliance area.  
Lisa has been in the President Sales Club for the past 7 years.  Lisa and her 
team have been recognized as one of the top ten agents & teams in Stark 
County.  Please continue to call her or any of her team members. We would 
love to help you by making your real estate transaction an enjoyable 
experience with courteous service.  References available.  Lisa is an experience with courteous service.  References available.  Lisa is an 
Alliance native and Mount Union Graduate.

Tanner Real Estate Co.T

CALL LISA
(330) 829-4602
(330) 257-0870

Best Wishes for the New Year!Best Wishes for the New Year!Best Wishes for the New Year!
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