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Sports:
All-Ohio cager
Lucas Strouble of Marlington 
named to first team All-Ohio. 
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Opinion:
Future of medicine
Where is local medicine
headed under Obamacare? 
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Celebrates 104th birthday
Mary Alice Groppe was honored on her
104th birthday at Copeland Oaks in Sebring.
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Although it wasn’t quite road 
rage, discussions got a little heated 
between two Republican councilmen 
on the topic of Alliance’s budget.

During Monday’s regular meet-
ing, Councilman Roy Clunk, D-3 and 
chairman of the board’s Finance 
Committee, asked for approval of 
the 2013 budget, which reflects a $1 
million cut in revenue. 

Don Kline, R-4, put his fellow 

members on notice early that he 
would be voting against the mea-
sure due to his unhappiness with the 
city’s $300,000 paving allotment.

Kline is a member of the city’s 
Streets and Alley Committee along 
with Sheila Cherry, D-1, and Julie 

Jakmides, a fellow Republican coun-
cilwoman who chairs the committee. 

She vocalized that she didn’t 
oppose the budget, which requires 
saving city services — even if it means 
officials “fill a few less potholes and 
pave a few less roads.”

Clunk responded, “I know Don 
(Kline) is not happy with the money 
for paving, but at this point we are 
trying to survive this year without 
decreasing other services. We have 

Alliance Council discussion gets heated over paving funds
By Stephanie Ujhelyi
The Review

As massive mastiff Hilda 
lounged on the floor in the 
Alliance Community Hos-
pital (ACH) lobby recently, 
passersby couldn’t help 
but stop and stare. Some 
commented on her size to 
those around them, while 
others were more forward, 
asking if they could pet 
her. One thing was true for 
everyone — they all walked 
away with a smile. 

“Some days it’s hard to 
get out of the lobby and go 
visit any patients,” handler 
Susan Poirier said with a 
laugh.

Poirier and Hilda, of 
Sebring, have formed one 
of the many therapy dog 
teams visiting patients at 
ACH. It is something Poiri-
er has wanted to do since 
learning about the volun-
teer work from Roy Clunk, 
owner of Roy’s Car Wash, 
whose late Labrador Jake 
was involved.

“I’ve always loved ani-
mals, but I’d never heard 
of that (therapy dog work). 
But his dog was always at 
the car wash, and he had 
pictures of what he did 
with his little scarf on. I 
thought I would love to do 
that — just to go visiting,” 
she recalled.

Poirier said she wanted 
to make her own Lab into 
a therapy dog, but hers 
couldn’t pass the required 
test, as the part that 
involves walking around a 
bite of food on the floor 
proved just too tempting 
for the dog.

Therapy dog leaves big imprint
on ACH patients and staff

By Shannon harSh
The Review
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Susan Poirier, of Sebring, is shown with her dog, Hilda, a therapy dog at Alliance 
Community Hospital.

COLUMBUS — Environ-
mental groups have asked fed-
eral officials to investigate the 
Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources and shut down the 
state agency’s injection well 
program after a Youngstown-
area company was caught 
dumping oil field waste into a 
storm sewer.

Buckeye Forest Council, 
Center for Health, Environ-
ment and Justice and like-
minded groups played host to 
press conferences Monday in 
Columbus and in Youngstown, 
Ravenna and Athens, voic-
ing concern that other drill-
ing companies have contin-
ued operations despite repeat 
environmental violations.

“There are other violations 
and closure notices and con-
tinually operating injection 
wells across the state of Ohio,” 
said Cheryl Johncox, execu-
tive director of the Buckeye 
Forest Council. “Ben Lupo 
is not an isolated incident. ... 
We’re here today because we 
don’t believe that the agency 
responsible for the lax enforce-
ment and carrying out of this 
program should be investigat-
ing itself.”

Lupo, owner of D&L Energy 
and Hardrock Excavating in 
Youngstown, is facing crimi-
nal charges in the Mahoning 
River dumping incidents.

The groups have asked 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to conduct a 
“complete audit and investi-
gation” of ODNR’s injection 
well program and suspend 
operations of the program.

The request was made in 
a letter late last week to U.S. 

EPA’s regional administrator 
from Teresa Mills, the Ohio 
representative for the Center 
for Health, Environment and 
Justice and fracking coordi-
nator for the Buckeye Forest 
Council.

“The actions by Mr. Lupo 
and the lack of appropriate 
and adequate consequences 
by ODNR are just the latest in 
a long line of egregious prob-
lems with ODNR regulation 
of (injection wells) that citi-
zens have found while review-
ing inspection records,” Mills 
wrote, adding later, “We, as 
citizens, do not believe that it 
is in the interest of the state 
for the agency responsible for 
issuing these permits to be 
the agency that investigates 
its own serious lack of enforce-
ment and oversight over these 
permits.”

Earlier this month, Mills 
filed a formal complaint with 
the same office, asking regula-
tors to force state officials to 
provide greater public access 
to information about chemi-
cals used in fracking.

Brian Rothenberg, execu-
tive director of Progress Ohio, 
called ODNR’s oversight of 
the injection wells a “watch-
dog-less process” that favors 
industry interests over envi-
ronmental protection.

“There’s a balance here 
between the need for business 
and the need to protect the 
people that live in these areas, 
that don’t know what chemi-
cals are going into these injec-
tion wells, that don’t know 
exactly what is happening in 
their rivers and streams with 
the water quality and water 
table,” he said.

Environmental groups 
want injection well
program shut down
By MarC KoVaC
Review Capital Bureau

Nineteen Alliance High 
School students were 
inducted into the school’s 
National Honor Society 
Monday evening. The soci-
ety exists to recognize out-
standing high school stu-
dents across the country.

Adviser Sally Ailes said 
juniors and seniors with a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher receive 
an invitation to apply for the 
society. A council of faculty 
members reviews the appli-
cants and selects the newest 
members.

Members are inducted 

for exceptional scholarship, 
leadership, service and char-
acter. These four pillars of 
the society were represent-
ed with four candles during 
the ceremony. 

Member Taylor Bates 
lit the candle of scholar-
ship. She said scholarship 
requires diligence and effort. 
More than just intelligence, 
National Honor Society 
looks for members commit-
ted to the pursuit of learn-
ing.

President Marissa Cvelbar 
lit the candle of leadership. 
Cvelbar said leaders confi-
dently go forward, sacrific-
ing to train and aid others. 

Secretary Seth McConnell 
lit the candle of character. 
He defined character as the 
force within the individual 
that distinguishes one per-
son from another. McCon-
nell said respect, responsi-
bility, trust and citizenship 
are part of one’s character. 

Treasurer Nathan Smith 
lit the candle of service. 
Smith said service is work-
ing for those in need, with-
out the expectation of com-
pensation, to create a better 
tomorrow. 

Members Lynnita Tous-
sant and Sam Stevens intro-

Alliance High School National Honor 
Society inducts 19 into membership
By Mallory eVanS
The Review

Review.Photo/Kevin.Graff

Rosaria Mancinia, a senior at Alliance High School, gets keyed by Erica Tucker-
Owens at the school’s National Honor Society induction ceremony on Monday.
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Susan Poirier, shown with her dog Hilda, a therapy dog at Alliance Community Hos-
pital, talk with Priscilla Tomello and Dick Tomello.

Therapy  

“After my Lab (died), I was 
looking for a dog — a breed 
and temperament — that 
would be good for that, and I 
love big dogs because they’re 
calmer and they’re quieter,” 
she said.

Poirier learned of the 
American mastiff on the 
Internet, which she read was 
a calm breed that does well 
with children and adults. 

Originally, she was going 
to get a puppy from a breed-
er, but after having health 
concerns of her own, she 
decided against it. Instead, 
Poirier asked if there were 
any older dogs she could 
provide a home for, and the 
breeder put her in touch with 
someone going through a 
divorce situation who didn’t 
have enough time for their 3 
½-year-old dog. In the sum-
mer of 2011, Hilda made the 
trip from Washington, D.C., 
to her new home in Sebring, 
and within a month of unit-
ing with Poirier, she passed 
her therapy dog test with fly-
ing colors.

The pair try to visit at ACH 
and area nursing homes two 
or three times a week — get-
ting reactions wherever they 
go.

“(People) are just amazed 
that she’s so big, and there’s 
people who have gotten bit-
ten as children and they’re 

afraid of dogs and they warm 
right up to her,” Poirier said. 
“It’s like little miracles hap-
pen all the time.”

Poirier described one man 
in Community Care Center 
who was having trouble get-
ting out of his wheelchair 
but immediately stood up 
and started walking toward 
Hilda when he saw her. “It 
was neat to see. She just con-
nects with people, and it’s 
just really magical,” Poirier 
said. “It does your heart good 
after a long day at the office.”

She recalled a woman 
being extremely grateful for 
their visit because she had 
been in the hospital for three 
days and had not had one 
visitor. “She just visited with 
Hilda, and they had a won-
derful connection,” she said. 
“You could see her demean-
or change. She was all 
depressed when we walked 
in, and by the time we left, 
she was enjoying herself and 
smiling. It’s just wonderful.”

As happy as people are to 
see Hilda, Poirier said her 
150-pound pooch is just as 
happy to visit with people 
and get extra attention. “And 
it gives her a job instead 
of being home all day. She 
loves going. When I pull in 
the driveway, she’s ready,” 
Poirier said. “There’s been 
days when I come in with 
her and she doesn’t want to 
leave. We’ll get to the front 

door and she’s at the end of 
the leash behind me and try-
ing to slow down like a little 
mule.”

Michele Quinn, coordi-
nator of volunteer services, 
acknowledged the effect 
Hilda has had on patients. 
“I know she’s very popular 
with everybody. She’s a gen-
tle giant. She has such a pas-
sive personality,” Quinn said. 
“And how could you not love 
that face?”

There are more than 30 
therapy dogs of all sizes who 
visit ACH as part of its Paws 
and Reflect program. Quinn 
said the service they provide 
helps not only the patients 
and visitors, but also the 
employees, who benefit from 
the stress-relieving effect 
dogs have been shown to 
have on people. 

“Last year when they were 
transitioning to upgrading 
our Meditech (software), I 
got a phone call that said 
please bring the dogs. That 
entire week we had dogs here 
because it was stressful for 
the staff,” Quinn said. She 
added that they have been so 
beneficial to the staff that the 
handlers now bring dogs into 
Conference Room 1A once 
a month so employees can 
visit with them during their 
breaks.

Quinn pointed out the vol-
unteers do other things in the 
community as well, such as 

From Page A1

reading and dog safety pro-
grams. “Every aspect of what 
they do is huge,” she said. 
“The handlers are wonderful, 
the dogs are wonderful.”

Poirier called therapy dog 
work an “uplifting” experi-
ence that she highly recom-
mends to others. “It brings 
smiles to people’s faces. It 
just warms my heart,” she 
said.

Quinn said ACH is always 
looking for new dogs and 
handlers to volunteer during 
different shifts. She said that 
the therapy dogs are the only 
animals allowed in the facil-
ity, as they go through exten-
sive training and must pass a 
special test and go through 
four mentoring sessions to 
be allowed to visit. All ACH 
therapy dogs must be certi-

fied through Therapy Dogs 
International (TDI). The TDI 
test is given at the hospi-
tal each month by certified 
evaluators, but Quinn said 
those who take and pass the 
test do not have to visit at 
ACH. For more information, 
contact volunteer services at 
330-596-7822.

sharsh@the-review.com
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Newly inducted members of the National Honor Society at Alliance High School are, from left, (front row) Julia 
Dubaj, Amanda Catterall, Emily Ault, Maria Hogya, Rosaria Mancini and Ben Kelley; (middle row) Cheyanne 
Gonzales, Kelby Smith, Yi Zhong Wang, Daniel Phillipi, Taralyn Pete and Michael Unckrich; and (back row) Ben 
Gravlee, Sam Rodman, Cody Cook, Will Draves, Gaston Marian, Jason Chapman and Ben Draves.

Honor  

duced the new inductees, 
who each received a gold 
key from a society member.

The newest members then 
received a scarlet carnation 
and a candle, which they 
lit using the flame represen-
tative of the characteristic 
they value most. 

Sixteen juniors were 
inducted. Emily Ault, daugh-
ter of Lucinda Parker, was 
keyed by McKinsey Rohr; 
Amanda Catterall, daughter 
of Rosanne Catterall, was 
keyed by Emily Zadigian; 
Jason Chapman, son of Jim 
and Heather Chapman, was 
keyed by Malcolm Collins-
Sibley; Cody Cook, son of 
Jennifer Cook, was keyed 
by Donny Greenamyer; Ben 
Draves, son of Jeffrey and 
Patricia Draves, was keyed 
by Luke Ince; Will Draves, 
son of Jeffrey and Patricia 
Draves, was keyed by Abby 
Heddleston; Julia Dubaj, 
daughter of James and Mel-
anie Dubaj, was keyed by 
Emmeline Haiss; Cheyanne 
Gonzales, daughter of Ste-
ven and Ann Gonzales, was 
keyed by Paige Felger; Ben 
Gravlee, son of Scott and 
Tiffany Gravlee, was keyed 
by his sister, Meagan Grav-
lee; Maria Hogya, daughter 

of Ed and Tiffany Hogya, 
was keyed by Nathan 
Smith; Ben Kelley, son of 
Joseph and Debbie Kelley, 
was keyed by Marcus Rig-
gins; Gaston Marian, son of 
Tibi and Cheryl Marian, was 
keyed by Josh Loar; Sam 
Rodman, son of David and 
Sandy Rodman, was keyed 
by Bryenne Reed; Kelby 
Smith, daughter of Kenny 
and Lisa Smith, was keyed 
by Kierra Fountain; Michael 
Unckrich, son of Craig and 
Stephanie Unckrich, was 
keyed by Seth McConnell; 
and Yi Zhong Wang, son of 
Mei Jin Gao and Fu Cheng 
Wang, was keyed by Shane 
Gurung. 

The three seniors induct-

ed as new members were 
Rosaria Mancini, daughter 
of Dino Mancini and Vickie 
Freeders, who was keyed 
by Erica Tucker-Owens; 
Taralyn Pete, daughter of 
James and Leti Gray, who 
was keyed by Ainslee Doz-
ier; and Daniel Phillipi, son 
of Chris and Christine Phil-
lipi, who was keyed by Nick 
Leone. 

Principal Shawn Jackson 
said he was especially proud 
of the senior inductees, who 
tried again for membership. 
He was proud of their per-
severance in making the 
adjustments necessary to 
qualify. 

Jackson congratulated 
all of the students for their 

hard work and determina-
tion. “If there is one club or 
organization that you put 
on your resume ... it’s NHS,” 
Jackson said. He hopes all of 
the members, new and old, 
continue to grow, help oth-
ers and be kind. 

The inductees joined the 
31 old members in singing 
the school’s alma mater. The 
ceremony included musical 
selections by the school’s 
chamber orchestra. Faculty 
advisers Ailes, Liz Bugansky 
and Renee Barnes invited 
parents and friends to enjoy 
refreshments in the lobby 
afterward. 

mevans@the-review.com
@AllRevEducation on Twitter
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Council  

exhausted all avenues in cuts 
during the meetings. We have 
to rob Peter to pay Paul in 
some aspects.”

Lawrence Dordea, R-at large 
and member of the Finance 
Committee, later took offense 
to Kline’s comments regard-
ing the city administration’s 
priorities. 

Kline stated, “Some time 
soon we need to stop robbing 
the street department to pay 
wages and fringes. Sooner 
or later, this council is going 
to have to make some tough 
decisions.”

Dordea called Kline’s 
remarks “asinine,” especially 
any implications that the city 
“needs to lay off employees to 
pave streets.” “Our employees 
do well with less compared to 
other cities,” the former police 
chief added.

In previous years, Phyllis 
Phillips, D-2, had voiced criti-
cism of the lack of 2nd Ward 
streets on the paving list; 
however, she defended both 
administration and employee 
decisions, especially union 
willingness to work with city 
officials during contract nego-
tiations. 

“The Alliance administra-
tion has always worked with 
less money than it takes to run 
a city. Amidst all the calam-
ity, we are still one of the only 
communities that has not laid 
off one employee. You have 
to do what you have to do. 
Employees have always given 
back at contract time. There 
is no perfect solution, we 
just have to find money,” she 
explained. 

Sue Ryan, who also sits 
on the Finance Committee, 
reminded that the $1 million 
shortfall comes courtesy of 
decisions in Columbus, and 
council members and resi-
dents should contact their 
state representatives and 

state senators who approved 
the budget and allege that no 
one has complained. 

“These decisions are always 
a trickle down from the state 
level and local governments 
are left to make up the differ-
ence,” Council President John 
Benincasa added. 

City Auditor Kevin Knowles 
earlier had requested replace-
ment of an accompanying 
schedule to reflect receipt of 
a $285,000 grant, which would 
allow for signs and traffic sig-
nals along U.S. Route 62 to be 
replaced.

Kline provided the only vote 
in opposition of the amend-
ed budget and said that he 
was offended by Dordea’s 
response.  

“I never suggested that we 
lay off city workers. If we have 
to pass a road levy to get roads 
fixed, then we have to look at 
that,” the 4th Ward council-
man concluded.

In other action, a public 
hearing was scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. April 1 in regards to 
vacating part of High Street, a 
20-foot alley and three 16-foot 
alleys located in the area of 
East Broadway Street, South 
Mahoning Avenue and Willow 
Avenue. 

Council also provided 
unanimous approval for con-
tinuance of the tax abatement 
agreements with Coastal Pet 
Products, Winkle Industries, 
Terry’s Tire Town, Lavery 
Chevrolet-Buick, Trilogy Real 
Estate Partners LLC, Alliance 
Ventures and Robertson Heat-
ing and Supply. 

Members also unanimous-
ly approved Sheilah Smith 
of Huntington Bank to head 
the city’s Urban Develop-
ment Action Grant Revolv-
ing Loan Committee due to 
Larry Pyers’ resignation due to 
health issues.

Mayor Alan Andreani said 
that Pyers has served since 
the committee’s creation. 
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Well  

Bethany McCorkle, ODNR 
spokeswoman, defended the 
agency’s injection well regula-
tions, calling them “some of 
the toughest” in the country.

“We have proven that bad 
actors in the industry will not 
get away with breaking the 
rules and putting the health 
of Ohioans or the environ-
ment at risk,” she said in a 
released statement. “We are 
continually evaluating and 
updating our regulations. We 

are currently considering ways 
which would strengthen our 
ability to review the process 
for companies wanting to do 
business, including seeking 
authority to consider the past 
compliance history of existing 
Ohio companies and requir-
ing new companies to disclose 
past convictions under the 
Clean Water Act.”

Marc Kovac is the Dix Capital 
Bureau chief. Email him at

mkovac@dixcom.com or on 
witter at OhioCapitalBlog.
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