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Today is National
Peanut Butter Cookie Day

Young at Heart gathers
Round tables with different colored pastel tablecloths deco-

rated with arrangements of silk flowers greeted the members 
and guests of Young at Heart. Bill Trummer opened in prayer 
for the buffet that awaited everyone. After dinner, Joy Whaley 
greeted the group in the fellowship hall of First Assembly of 
God. She then read an article of things that make life better, 
including paying your credit cards off each month, saving 
for your retirement and remembering you don’t have to win 
every argument, not comparing your life to others lives, but 
instead using the gifts you have instead and letting your chil-
dren live a fun childhood.

Devotions were given by Jan Trummer on Proverbs 31. 
She told that all of us have trials, tests, troubles, temptations 
and tribulations that can either make us tremble in fear or 
grow closer to God. She asked everyone if they were stubble, 
worthless straw to cut off and destroy or jewels that endure 
intense refining that will make them better. She reminded 
everyone that when the going gets tough, the tough call on 
God. She added you can’t change the past, but you can ruin 
the present by worrying about your future. 

Many names were mentioned for the prayer list for the 
month. The group sang happy birthday to Margie Richmond, 
who was celebrating her birthday. 

Joy Whaley read the resume of Jesus as if he were apply-
ing for a job. It was very impressive, and the most important 
item was that he laid down his life so that each one can have 
eternal life.

The June meeting will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday at First 
Assembly of God, when the group will honor the men for 
Father’s Day with a sports theme. You may bring your favor-
ite food for a buffet dinner. The group will play a game of 
glory.

Legion Auxiliary makes poppy plans
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 166 met May 16 at the 

Legion home, with President Claudia Leasure presiding.
The minutes of the April meeting were read and approved; 

the treasurer’s report was read and filed for audit. There was 
no correspondence. 

VA&R Chairman Jackie Edwards announced she and 
Sharry Beadling would be visiting all the veterans in the local 
nursing homes May 22-23 with gifts for each, including per-
sonal items.

Karen Russell, membership chairman, stated that mem-
bership is still at 121, with a goal of 126. Annette Leasure 
reported community service hours at 102 with $530 in private 
donations.  

Lois Saus and Diana Priselac confirmed poppy plans and 
distributed the poppies and cans. 

Chaplain Russell and Claudia Leasure conducted a memo-
rial service for Beverly Gruenbaum and Pat Walborn, two 
long-time members.

The unit voted to retain the present slate of officers, with the 
exception of chaplain, when the president called for election 
of officers. 

Installation will take place at a later meeting. 
Delegates to the Department Convention, 10th District 

Summer Convention and Stark County Council, were elected: 
Edwards, Marjorie Weaver and Pauline Detchon. Alternates 
chosen were Saus, Claudia Leasure and Priselac.

The next unit meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. June 20 at 
the Legion home, with Edwards and Beadling serving as host-
esses.

Elks Auxiliary holds meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary to the B.P.O. Elks No. 467 held its May 

meeting, with the new officers in place.
President Beth Bell opened the meeting, and guides Sheila 

Variola and Sue Williams took up the new password. The sis-
ters sang the opening ode “America” and recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Chaplain Jean Webster gave the opening 
prayer.

Robin McMaster, secretary, took the roll call and read the 
minutes from the last meeting.

A yearly memorial service was held for the sisters who 
passed between April 2012 and April 2013. McMaster read 
the names, while Jo Anne Burr, pro-tem, extinguished their 
candles. Webster gave a prayer.

Candidates for membership were escorted by the guides, 
and Bell gave them their oath. Dana Fisk, Mary Ann Hol-
land, Patti Oney and Polly Smith were given the password and 
social books. The membership welcomed each member and 
introduced themselves.

A report was given by Williams, sunshine gal. The member-
ship voted to give her $25 for purchase of flowers for the ill. 
She reported that she enjoyed her visit with Ginny Morrow, 
who is doing well.

Burr gave the audit report and the membership approved it. 
Some recommendations were given from the committee and 
they will be followed.

Bell reported that the Elks Lodge would ride in the parade 
and the ladies were welcome to join the officers in the parade.

Bell reported that the Salem Auxiliary invited the group to 
come to their meeting on Tuesday and to sign up.

Bell also reported on the trip to Amherst and what a won-
derful time the group had. 

Thank-yous were read from Burr and Sarah Tamper. Corre-
spondence was read from Mary Bernart. She wished the new 
and re-elected officers a good year.

A collection was taken for the Mastroianni Center, the presi-
dent’s charity.

Bell thanked the membership for her gift and shared her 
thought for the day: Contentment is enjoying the scenery at a 
detour. 

The meeting was closed.
A salad bar was prepared by the officers, with desserts and 

beverages. The tables were decorated with spring floral table-
ware and centerpieces. 

McMaster won the 50/50.
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Alliance Community Hospital Auxiliary and Scholarship Committee members Mary Lou Williams, far left, and 
Betty Macaione, far right, are pictured with two of the 2013 scholarship recipients, West Branch High School 
graduate Kayla Handy and Sebring McKinley High School graduate Andrea Tomsho. Also awarded a scholar-
ship but unable to attend the annual luncheon was Hannah Malloy, an Alliance High School graduate. 

Submitted Photo

Patient Clifford Hayes, right, thanks Alliance Communi-
ty Hospital nurse Kyle Fannin for the care he was given 
during a recent trip to the emergency room. Hayes, a 
former Marine, presented Fannin with a special mili-
tary Challenge Coin from his Vietnam unit. 

Alliance Community Hos-
pital emergency department 
nurse Kyle Fannin recently 
received recognition from a 
very thankful patient. 

Clifford Hayes, of Sebring, 
presented Fannin with a 
military Challenge Coin 
from his Vietnam unit and a 
thank you for the care that 
he received during a trip to 
the emergency room. Hayes 
appreciated the “hard truth” 
and great care that Fannin 
provided.

A Challenge Coin is a small 
coin or medallion (usually 
military), bearing an organi-
zation’s insignia or emblem 
and carried by the organi-
zation’s members. Tradi-
tionally, they are given to 
prove membership when 
challenged and to enhance 
morale. In addition, they 
are also collected by service 
members. Challenge coins 
are normally presented by 
unit commanders in recogni-
tion of special achievement 
by a member of the unit.

Emergency department nurse receives 
recognition from thankful patient

Three area high school 
graduates were honored 
June 3 at the Alliance Com-
munity Hospital Auxil-
iary’s annual Dr. James J. 
Thomas Scholarship lun-
cheon. Named for the late 
ACH anesthesiologist who 
became a volunteer after 
retirement, the scholarship 
fund was established in 1987 
to assist students with plans 
to go into the medical field.

“We’re always happy to 
be able to do this for the 
students, and always are 
amazed at the achievements 
they have made in their 
high school years,” Auxiliary 
President Diana Moore said 
during the welcome before 
lunch.

Scholarship Committee 
Chairman Betty Macaione 
acknowledged her commit-
tee members, Mary Lou Wil-
liams, co-chairman; Nancy 
Freconna, nursing adminis-
tration; and Lois Thompson, 
community representative, 
and thanked Moore and 
Jessica Bloss for their help 
throughout the process of 
selecting recipients.

Williams presented awards 
to the two scholarship recip-
ients in attendance.

Kayla Handy, a graduate 
of West Branch High School, 
has been involved in FFA, 
Student Council, yearbook 
staff, Ruriteens, Environ-
mental Club and S.A.D.D., 
as well as playing basketball 
and working as a track and 
baseball statistician. She has 
been named to the honor roll 
and chosen for NBC Leader-
ship and “Who’s Who Among 
American High School Stu-
dents.” Kayla shared that 
she plans to attend Kent 
State University to pursue a 
degree in nursing. “I want to 
be a nurse because there’s 
always a job in that field and 
I like helping people,” she 
said.

Andrea Tomsho was vale-
dictorian at Sebring McKin-
ley High School, where she 
was a member of the varsity 
volleyball and basketball 
teams, served as editor of 
the yearbook, and was vice 
president of the National 
Honor Society, vice presi-
dent of the Ecology Club 
and secretary of the senior 
class. She shared that she 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Mount Union to study 
pre-medicine. “I want to be 
a pediatrician because I like 
kids and I love helping peo-
ple,” she said.

Also chosen for a scholar-

ship but unable to attend 
the luncheon was Hannah 
Malloy, who graduated from 
Alliance High School, where 
she was an NBC scholar-ath-
lete and four-year letter win-
ner for volleyball and swim-
ming. She was also a mem-
ber of the Student Senate, 
National Honor Society, Key 
Club, Aviator Peer Pilots and 
the Foreign Language Club, 
and is a past Elks Student of 
the Month. Hannah plans to 
attend The Ohio State Uni-
versity or Ohio University to 
major in biology. She hopes 
to one day earn a master’s 
degree and become an occu-
pational therapist.

Hospital CEO Stan Jonas 
said all three have chosen 
professions that are both 
needed and offer well-paid 
careers. 

He impressed upon the 
graduates what it means for 
ACH to be a Planetree hos-
pital. “A lot of times people 
come here and say there is 
something different about 
their experience at Alliance 
Hospital,” he said. “That dif-
ference is what Planetree is 
all about.”

Jonas shared a story of 
one ACH employee who 
purchased an item from 
online auction website eBay, 
which was not to his liking. 

ACH Auxiliary awards 
scholarship to three area grads
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In trying to fix the issue, 
he came to learn that the 
seller had fallen ill. Jonas 
said the employee reached 
out to the person who had 
no family and was in hos-
pice care. “They’ve actually 
become very close friends 
from a different type of rela-
tionship, and that’s just how 
some of our colleagues step 
out and do something differ-
ent,” Jonas said. “We think 
we have people who work 
here that want to make a dif-
ference and do special things 
and create these types of 
stories.”

The hospital’s new Pub-
lic Relations/Foundation 
Director Susan Lucas also 
shared a story to illustrate 
the Planetree aspect of ACH. 
She said a patient was in 
the emergency department 
recently who needed to have 
a procedure done, but was 
refusing. Despite being a 
tough, former Marine, she 
said the patient was afraid 
and having flashbacks from 
his time in the service. 
Instead of backing away, 
Lucas said a nurse named 
Kyle Fannin got down on 
his level and made the man 
understand that he need-
ed the procedure. Because 
of his connection with the 
patient, the procedure was 
performed and the patient 
is doing well. As a result, 
she said the patient want-
ed to show appreciation to 
Fannin for “giving him the 
business.” The man ordered 
a special military coin and 
presented it to him in front 
of his peers. 

“He wanted to show Kyle 
that he believed Kyle showed 
a ton of courage in the face 
of adversity,” she said. “He 
told Kyle what an amazing 
thing it was that Kyle had 
done, and it was just amaz-
ing to see. I can tell you, you 
don’t come across that kind 
of thing at every hospital.”

Lucas, who was formerly a 
professor at the University of 
Mount Union, told the schol-
arship recipients that having 
been a professor, she has had 
the chance to witness the 
journey they are about to 
begin. “(I wanted to) tell you 
that you are really embark-
ing on something really 
amazing,” she said. “There 
is so much that you are real-
ly standing on the brink of, 
and I would just encourage 
you to enjoy your summer, 
but really stay focused on 
the ultimate goal, because I 
think that the careers that 
you are seeking out and that 
you’re really excited about 
are excellent ones.”
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